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Cordless Electric Tools  
 

Safe for Aviation Use? 
Think twice

!2



• Federal Aviation 
Administration

!3

The following situation happened recently to 
someone I know. After hearing about it I had 
to ask myself why or how this same thing 
never happened to me. I’m sure put in the 
same circumstance most of us would have 
done the exact same thing.
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I don’t think you could find a hanger not using cordless 
electric drill/drivers today. 
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My friend’s body was found in the corner of the hangar behind a 
Cessna amphibian 206. That’s where he collapsed, and also where a 
fellow employee extinguished the fire on him. 
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He was assisting with the annual on a Cessna 414 that had not been 
defueled, the employees believed there were around 100 gallons in 
that wing. He was supposed to be removing a panel by the left main 
landing gear for inspection of that area.  We can only speculate that 
maybe he was distracted and attempted to remove the fuel panel by 
mistake. 
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As he started removing the panel, fuel started leaking and running 
down his drill and onto his arm and onto his chest and face, he did 
what all of us would do…. Stop the leak by reinstalling the screws 
using the drill that is already in his hand. The drill driver on the floor 
in this photo is exactly where he dropped it under the wing after the 
explosion. 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Some interesting takeaways from this accident. 
1. These kind of accidents are not tracked. 
2. The FAA and the NTSB did not investigate. 
3. Aviation/FAA approved tools? 
4. The original cause of the accident was using a tool 

that was not brushless type. 
So we don’t accually know if this is the 1st time or 500th 
time this has happened. 
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Hi Charles: 
Really sorry to hear about such a terrible accident. 
It has been a while since I worked with the Naval Air Force but Makita still sells a cordless screwdriver 
that is a Class I Division 2 approved it is our HAZLOC series.  These tools were originally developed to be 
used on planes such as the V22 for the removal of inspection panels along the wings.  But as you know, 
this tool due to its classification, would only be allow to be used if the fuel had been removed from the 
fuel tanks. 
In addition this tool is provided with a special clutch design intended to deliver very accurate torque 
output for the proper tightening of fasteners. 
The UL listing card is attached and if you are interested in these tools I can put you in touch with one of 
our representatives who work with the military on a regular bases.   
Also attached is some of the original information published on these tools. 
I think the GSA number was 5130-01-508-1221 UI: EA, SCREWDRIVER, BATTERY POWERED. 
If you are interested I can put you in touch with our specialty tool sales representatives to see if the 
HALOC series can meet your needs. 
Take care, 
Stan Rodrigues 
Manager, Regulatory & Compliance Dept. 
 

 
Makita U.S.A., Inc. 
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Questions?
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Thank you for attending 
• You are vital members of our GA safety 

community
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