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Reducing Workload for Approaches and Landings

• Descent 
• Creating your custom Approach checklist 
• Altitude, Distance, Missed 
• On the missed 
• Balked landing 
• After landing



Descent Checklist



Before Descent Checklist



Descent Checklists

BEFORE DESCENT 
1. Fuel selectors – MAINS 
2. Auxiliary Fuel Pumps – ON 
3. Cabin Pressurization – SET 
4. Cowl Flaps – CLOSED 
5. Propeller Synchrophaser – 

AS REQUIRED 
6. Altimeter - SET

DESCENT 
1. Power – AS REQUIRED 
2. Mixtures – AS REQUIRED



Descent Checklists

BEFORE DESCENT 
1. Fuel selectors – MAINS 
2. Auxiliary Fuel Pumps – ON 
3. Cabin Pressurization – SET 
4. Cowl Flaps – CLOSED 
5. Propeller Synchrophaser – 

AS REQUIRED 
6. Altimeter - SET

DESCENT 
1. Power – AS REQUIRED 
2. Mixtures – AS REQUIRED

PASSING FL180 
1. Altimeter - SET

Transition Altitude



Before Landing



Descent and Landing Checklists

BEFORE DESCENT 
1. Seat Belts and Shoulder 

Harnesses – SECURE 
2. Alternate Air Controls - IN 
3. Auxiliary Fuel Pumps – ON 
4. Cabin Pressurization – SET 
5. Cowl Flaps – CLOSED 
6. Propeller Synchrophaser – 

AS REQUIRED 
7. Altimeter - SET

APPROACH 
1. Power – AS REQUIRED 
2. Mixtures – AS REQUIRED 
3. Propeller Synchrophasers – OFF 
4. Flaps - 15° BELOW 160 KTS 
5. Cabin Differential Pressure – 

ZERO DIFFERENTIAL 



Approach and Landing Checklists

APPROACH 
1. Power – AS REQUIRED 
2. Mixtures – AS REQUIRED 
3. Propeller Synchrophasers – OFF 
4. Flaps - 15° BELOW 160 KTS 
5. Cabin Differential Pressure – 

ZERO DIFFERENTIAL 
BEFORE LANDING 
1. Landing Gear – DOWN 
2. Flaps – FULL 
3. Propellers – FULL FORWARD 
4. Mixture – AS REQUIRED 
5. Yaw Damper - OFF 



Approach Checklists

APPROACH 1 
1. Approach – BRIEFED 
2. Avionics – SET 
3. Approach – LOADED 
4. Lights – ON AS DESIRED 

APPROACH 2 
1. Approach – ACTIVATED 
2. Approach Mode – AS REQUIRED 
3. Power – AS REQUIRED 
4. Mixtures – AS REQUIRED 
5. Propeller Synchrophasers – OFF 
6. Flaps - 15° BELOW 160 KTS 
7. Cabin Differential Pressure – 

ZERO DIFFERENTIAL 



Distributed Checklist Steps

BEFORE DESCENT

DESCENT

APPROACH

BEFORE LANDING
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Approach Briefing 



Approach Briefing 

Altitude 
Distance/Decision 
Missed



Approach Briefing 

Altitude 
Distance/Decision 
Missed



Approach Briefing 

Altitude 
Distance/Decision 
Missed

LOC 16 KFTW

2000
1240

1240 ft
1.5 IFTW

1300

2500
300°





Missed Approach

• Power, pitch, positive rate 
• Gear up, flaps up 
• Cowl flaps open

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane



Missed Approach

• Runway heading 
• Climb attitude 
• Suspend mode 
• Missed procedure or as directed

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane

NAVIGATE



Missed Approach

• Cleared for the approach, cleared for the 
missed 

• Communication sets off a series of ATC calls 
and actions 

• Establish climb on course, and complete any 
turns, before “calling the missed”

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane

NAVIGATECOMMUNICATE



Missed Approach:

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane

NAVIGATE

COMMUNICATE



Go-Around/Balked Landing

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane

NAVIGATE

COMMUNICATE

• Power, pitch, positive rate 
• Flaps up 
• Gear up 
• Cowl flaps open



Go-Around/Balked Landing

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane

NAVIGATE

COMMUNICATE

• Runway heading or sidestep 
• Climb attitude 
• Straight ahead to at least 400 

AGL before turns (FAA 
recommends 700 AGL)



Go-Around/Balked Landing

AVIATE: Fly the Airplane

NAVIGATE
• No transmission below at 

least 400 AGL before turns 
(recommend 700 AGL)COMMUNICATE



Landing and After Landing



Landing and After Landing



Landing

• Do not reconfigure aircraft during the landing roll 
• Preferably come to a complete stop on the 

taxiway before retracting flaps, etc.



After Landing/Clear of Runway Checklist

• F  Flaps 
  Cowl flaps 
• L  Lights 
• A  Avionics (transponder) 
• T  Trim 
  Time 
• S  Switches (deice, etc.) 



Let Yourself Down Easy
• Not less to do, but manage time better 
• Move actions away from high workload times 
• Create short, usable custom checklists 
• Actually use them



Questions?
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Reminders/Requests
 - Send seminar questions & feedback via 
email: support@twincessna.org 
 - Visit our Facebook page and “like” us 
 - Participate in the Forum 
 - Contact me with article ideas 
 - Attend a seminar!

mailto:support@twincessna.org
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